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At the (start of the) chapters (of Shmah and its blessings)

he asks (i.e. he greets people) because of respect
and he answers (out of respect),

and in the middle (of the chapters)

he asks out of fear

and he answers (out of fear).

These are the words of Rabbi Meir.

Rabbi Yehudah says,

In the middle (of the chapters)
he asks (i.e. greets) out of fear
and he answers out of honor —
at the (start of the) chapters

he asks (i.e. greets) out of honor

and he returns (greetings of) peace to every person.
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